IS EVERYONE EQUAL IN OLD AGE? END-OF-LIFE CARE FOR OLDER LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANS PEOPLE K. Almack, Health Sciences, University of Nottingham, Nottingham, United Kingdom
The heterogeneous care needs of older people are often neglected. This paper examines older LGBT people's experiences and perceptions of care towards the end of life as a 'critical case' in addressing diversity within the delivery of end of life care services in the UK. In doing so, the paper discusses findings from the qualitative strand (60 in-depth interviews with LGBT people aged 60+) of The Last Outing -a large mixed methods UK project. Findings revealed that despite legislation providing equality and protection for LGBT people, a significant number of barriers and stressors still exist in accessing services and support. It is clear that older LGBT people's histories and pathways have profound influences on well-being and access to support towards and at the end of life. These are issues that need to be addressed to ensure equitable access to end of life care services for all in old age. We present findings from an evaluation of a pilot scheme in England aimed at enhancing the inclusion of older LGBT residents in care home environments. Implemented in 2016, six LGBT community members were recruited and trained to undertake community audits of current care home practices. The scheme was implemented in one locality across six homes, which belonged to a national provider of housing for older people. Based on their findings, Community Advisors (CAs) advised home managers on ways of developing LGBTinclusive environments. As an external team we conducted a qualitative evaluation, which included pre-and post-intervention interviews (N=39) with CAs (n=8), home managers (n=6) and other management staff (n=3). Based on the findings, we discuss how the scheme took a 'co-production' turn and identify ways in which CAs can be a valuable resource in bridging the gap between hetero-centric cultures of homes and the lived realities of older LGBT people. 
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